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Class 3 Newsletter
Term 1
This term’s core value is Aspiration

English
Our first English writing focus for Term 1 will be Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold. Children will explore the theme of ‘freedom’ and do so by creating their own poems. This will lead to a class performance with a particular focus on using repetition and rhythm.
We will also be using the book Zombierella: Fairy Tales Gone Bad by Joseph Coelho. Expanded noun phrases, adverbials for manner and inverted commas are the key language features we will be focusing on throughout this topic. 

Our final book is Varmints by Helen Ward. Once, the only sounds to be heard were the buzzing of bees in the grass, the murmuring of moles in the earth, and the song of birds in the sky. With dramatically lit artwork and a spare, intriguing text, Varmints tells of a pastoral world in need of protection and of the souls who love it enough to ensure its regeneration. 

Guiding Reading
[bookmark: _GoBack]This term we are reading The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson. The poem's purpose is to inspire and encourage black communities, while also delivering a tribute to black Americans of all occupations in past years.
Spelling
Our weekly spellings will match what has been taught in school. The spellings are split into Year 3 and Year 4, with some optional tricky words for those who love a challenge. 

Maths
We will cover the following topics:

· Add and subtract 1s, 10s and 100s
· Adding and subtracting 2-digit, 3-digit and 4-digit numbers (including crossing)
· Estimate answers
· Multiply three 1-digit numbers
· Times Tables (with divisions)
· Fluency and confidence in problem solving

Science
Group and classify living things. Children will identify and sort animals into groups based on their features. It is essential that children are confident with the definitions of each animal group because they will use this information to classify animals in later steps. Children should be shown examples of animals that are hard to categorise, such as the platypus, to challenge thinking and reasoning skills.
Enrichment
Christmas Card Workshop  
Autumn Fair 
Panto!
Christmas Party



HistoryDesign Technology
We will learn the following: Drawing – power prints
· To draw using tone to create a 3D effect
· To explore proportion and tone when drawing 
· To plan a composition for a mixed-media drawing o d
· To use shading techniques to create pattern and contras 
· To work collaboratively to develop drawings into prints raw using tone to create a 3D effect.

Ancient Egypt 
· Civilisation
· Agriculture
· Trade
· Hierarchy and power
· Religion



Religious Education

This term our learning will be focused around the question ‘What do Christians learn from the creation story?’
We will be using Bible stories to support our learning about the Christian Story of Creation that is found in The Bible.

PE
PE will be taught on Tuesday and Wednesday. Please ensure that your child comes to school in their PE kit.

How you can help:
· Ensure that your child reads a wide range of texts, both fiction and non-fiction. We would expect that children read each night, either to an adult, or to themselves. 
· Discuss with your child what they have read and had read to them.
· Practise number bonds and times tables as often as possible – your child should recall these quickly without needing to count on their fingers.
· Allow your child time to access Times Tables Rockstars, Hit the Button and Spelling Shed if possible. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
· Practice weekly spelling words (can be found on Google Classroom or on the school website)


Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions.

Ms. Rahat
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